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PAPER CRANE PROJECT & MORE

JMG students’ decision to fold 1,000 paper cranedfaine’s Make-A-Wish Foundation wa
prompted by the true story of Japan’s Sadako Sasaki died at the age of 12 from leukem
caused by the drop of the atomic bomb in 1945.oiefier death, Sadako made 1,000 pap
cranes to symbolize her wish to end all suffering attain peace and healing to the victims
the world. In just over a week, JMG students wdrlie a team and folded 1,000 paper
cranes. Experienced crane makers took on rolesadsils and taught beginners. Cranes of
colors were strung and hung from the classroonmgesind soon drew attention from
passersby. The cranes served as decorations fbitiaéion and Installation Ceremony and
also helped Christian Wilfert, Career Associatioedtlent, announce the idea to the
audience. Students have raised $500 towards @®@i@al. If you want to buy a single
crane, or a chain of cranes, please call us or aemmail. Thanks to all for your support.

JMG students also play an integral role in raisi
funds for Region IIlI's SkillsUSA, and event

planning is well underway. Fundraisers include
Father/Daughter dinner and dances in Februaf
and a “T” for Teen Game Tournament in Marcl

Partnering with the Town of Lincoln has given
students volunteer opportunities to assist at ;
events such as the Fall Into Wellness Family A =i 2
Day, Festival of Lights Parade, and Breakfast | =&
with Santa. In addition, students conducted a
food drive and helped out with Toys for Tots.

There’s more exciting news to report! JMG and Mderoduction students have joined ford
this year to create the first Region Il studerdanmok since 1993. The project’s timeline is
well underway, with students taking pictures anthgdhe layout. Next will come editing,
printing, compiling, binding, selling, and deliveg, all before the May*icompletion date.

On top of all this, students are also working omgstart Our Youth (JOY), Sophomore
Career Day and the Career Development ConfereBtag tuned fr the next newslette
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Back into the Community with JOY!
By Catherine Hartnett of the Unity Foundation

Unity Foundation, Maine Community Foundation andTéhInc. are proud to partner with IMG for the 3rehr of Jumpstar
Our Youth (JOY) helping JMG students continue tdkena difference in their communities by making gsato nonprofits
that assist youth and families. Students soli@ngapplications from local organizations througie@uest for proposal (RFH
process; review the applications, budgets and gufatee organizations requesting money; meet wahrasentatives from
those organizations and then decide how to awa&1k000 grants. See how JMG students chose to gnakés last year.

~"

“Unity Foundation and our partners at UniTel Inaaviaine Community Foundation were overwhelmed ke éffort that
JMG students and Specialists put into the firstr ydathe JOY program. Local nonprofits were notyotiirilled to receive
grants through the JOY program, they were apptieeiatf the interest that the students showed imlag more about thei
work and missions. We know many students have @stributed “sweat equity” hours in addition t@ thrant money and
we're eager to build on those relationships theryesaid Unity Foundation CEO Larry Sterrs.

JMG students across the state are busy launchingdbond year of JOY: getting the RFP process uageand looking
closely at how to support hard-working nonprofigamizations across Maine. And this year, Unityreation would like to
offer a new tool to share ideas, challenges, sgeses and yes, things that didn’'t work — join thengstart Our Youth
Facebook Group http://www.facebook.com/group.phip2tb 741098999 4nd tell your peers how it's going.




Carrabec High School Starts “The Book Club for Men”

In February, Carrabec High School will be host Itné Book Club for Men,” an endeavor to get malelstis who
might not normally pick up a book on their own &t gxcited about reading.

Chris Poulin, former JMG Specialist at CarrabectH#gchool, who is currently the JMG Plus Manageys ddike
Nelson, Carrabec’s Athletic Director, applied feidareceived a grant of $1,000 from the Oak Grovet@o Classical
Institute to start the book club. “He just thougdtould get boys to join, so he asked me to beabkgstant and, of
course, | jumped at the chance to get kids redtsays Chris, who is himself an avid reader.

“The project is called ‘The Book Club for Men,” rentinues. “Our idea is to read books that hawgoirtant ‘men
messages.” Mike has picked the 1st bd®&asons of Lifby Jeffery Marx. We are looking at books by caclor
famous men that the students will recognize agtigesiole models. We want the topics to be abawt ko be a good
person, especially a good man. “

Chris says the reading group will consist of 204dsehts and will be open to any Carrabec High Schwike. But, he
says, “Mike and | are going to pick the group to @good mix of all ages and levels. We don't wthig to be a ‘jock
book club,” but we also don’t want to just hit kitteat are already readers. A good mix will ripgieough the schoo
more effectively.”

The Book Club for Men will meet several times — enchile the students are midway througgasons of Lifand then
again when the group has completed the book faudgon. “We are also planning on having a pizaeying on the
final discussion group after school in the cafélwary,” Chris says.

“We are hoping that this doesn’'t end,” says CHtsit will continue from now on as part of CHS. Ttwme between
books will be determined by the group and the baekare reading. The students will get to keeprtheoks as 4
trophy of their accomplishment.”

Thank you, Charles Schwab Foundation!

On behalf of IMG and the students we serve, we dvtiké to extend our gratitude to the Charles Sdh
Foundation for supporting our Financial Literacyogham for the second year in a row! The Charlesn@bh
Foundation is committed to empowering youth andltadinrough financial literacy education. Their dmrcial
support and vote of confidence in our organizaisosincerely appreciated!

Maine’'s Commissioner of Education Receives Nationalward

Susan Gendron, Commissioner of the Maine DepartwieBtiucation and an ex officio member of the IMGagl of
Directors, was recently awarded the National Edondteadership Award by Jobs for America’s GradsdiA\G).

JMG nominated Commissioner Gendron in recognitibrher work to ensure that all Maine students sudcde
nominating Gendron, JMG wrote, “As an early adveasit providing all students with the skills theyedeto graduatg
prepared for continued education, careers, anzeoship, she has been a leader in embracing sast@gt support a
student-centered culture.”

Commissioner Gendron received the award on Noveri®et the annual JAG Leadership Awards in WashimgD.C.
Since taking her position as Commissioner in 2@&)dron has been a strong supporter of IMG. Shabaiporated
JMG and the JAG model into her efforts to transf@ublic education in Maine and beyond.

Gendron says, “In Maine, we are redesigning theation system to be centered around high standarddl students.
JMG plays a significant role in meeting those stéadd as JMG students continue to graduate at aratghenroll in
postsecondary education, and succeed in the waskpla

As the new President of the Council of Chief St&thool Officers, Commissioner Gendron is promodA&’s work to
her peers on a national level. Craig Larrabee, JMé&sident and CEO, says, “Commissioner Gendrorppatl has
helped us to grow over the last several years fiefping 2,600 students to serving 4,000. She utatals the value of
a program that reengages students in school, nbesithem to work hard for what they want, and prepégem to meet
the demands of an e-changing workforce




JMG Success Story
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Wayne Morey then (second from
right), and now, in uniform in a
January 8 photo.
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Wayne Morey - 1997 JMG Graduate, Machias Memorial Hgh School

“Just like every other teen, | thought | knew evenyy,” says Wayne Morey, a 1997 graduate of Maciemorial
High School. That was, of course, until he joined ®hick’s JMG class his sophomore year.

Morey says he “was a shy person” in high schoot.tBen “Mr. Chick made me talk in front of peopledamade me ge
out of my comfort zone. That was not a bad thiog/that | look back on it,” he says. “It goes backthat old saying
‘what does not kill you only makes you stronger.”

Morey says that his years in the JMG classroom dawe confidence, enough so that he successfullyfoarVice
President of his Career Association his senior .yelar enjoyed the JMG activities and events, inclgdrield Day,
which was his favorite. Of his JMG Specialist, Jeffick, Morey says, “He was a motivator, a psych@h and a
mentor all rolled into one.”

After graduation, Morey joined the Army and becammilitary police officer. “I do not regret my dewmn at all,” he
says. “l have a great job that | have held foiy&adrs. The Army has sent me to numerous policéecgainings like
K9 handler, Protective Services, and a few evadnxeng schools. The Army has also paid for mylegé, and | am
currently three classes away from a bachelor’seefin criminal justice]. The only thing that | hemlpay for was a few
books.”

Morey is currently a Staff Sergeant stationed ae@les Garrison in Belgium with his wife of neaflg years, Chasity
“Here in Belgium,” he says, “l am a desk sergeatich would be the equivalent of a dispatcher apataol supervisor
rolled into one. | have been a K9 handler and qiaat protective team.”

This is Morey’s second stint at Chievres. He ha&® dleen stationed in Giessen, Germany, and FornDNY. “My
family and I just like [Chievres and Ft. Drum] s@ \keep going back and forth,” he says. “The Armgsibave a lot of
standards, but when it comes to requesting a datips, they like to work with the soldier and tiaenily.”

“It is a great experience living overseas,” he gurgs. “This is actually my second tour over hérdeave been able tq
see battlefields like Normandy Beach, Point Du Hot] in and around Bastogne. There is a lot abhjiver here, and
my wife, who is a history buff, loves to visit dle places. | have actually been able to sit enlitbnkers that Eas
Company from the Band of Brothers made in the toiiRoy, Belgium.”

Morey said he is thankful for the chance to shasesticcess story with current students. He saysams to reach out tq
students “who are sitting in the back row of thess| or those who are debating on taking the alagghink that IMG i
just a filler class,” because JMG was worthwhilelion and so might be the same for others.

“Looking back at what | have learned about myself avhat | am capable of doing now because of JM®,%5ays, ‘I
believe in this program and | am sure there is nootethere. What | am going to say about IMG ambal is: you get
out what you put into it.”

Morey put in the effort, and what he got out of JIM@s a rewarding career, the opportunity to expegehe world, ang
the chance to succeed in life. He hopes to somesgtayn to Maine, and says he would like to voluntee JMG. “I|
loved the years | spent in Mr. Chick's JMG clag®says, “and | would like to be part of its congd success.”
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