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M All classes; Students have been reviewing non-predifor the JOY project. Students
: have narrowed down the selection.
In This Issue:
Pade One 6™ Grade: Students have been working on their recycling nesepapers and posters.
Egcﬁws Each student picked a topic (i.e.) metal, cardboand got as much information as
possible to do a two page report. Oral presentatiah be given at the end.
-Bringing Back JOY 7" Grade: Students completed a communication unit. Lotsiofléarning about the
Page Two different ways of communicating. Students are wugla birthday trait project; getting as
-“The Book Club for much information about when they were born addttes to astrology, numerology,
Men” at Carrabec Chinese, and Native American traits. Studentshalktarting their individual

autobiographies for the next quarter, and compiedim organizational skills silent auctign
activity this week

L 8" Grade: Students also are finishing up their birthday taativity project. We've also
- Commissioner Gendron | | pheen working on financial literacy for Consumerigmg Banking. The students have also
Receives National Award | | peen working on their Real Game project for budggtand learning about leisure time

-Thank you, Charles
Schwab Foundation

Page Three and diversity.
-Student Success Story Community Service: The Vassalboro Food Pantry received $700 from ttneelhber

Christmas Craft Fair. Students have been runniag¢imcession during regular basketball
and Saturday basketball games. Weekly recyclimggoing. Plans are in the works to
help the town library with their talent show in Méar
AR AUERIQTUWRlY | project Reach Council:Our Opening Ceremony
LUUERIEWCIRCERIRY | has been rescheduled to Januarfy @65:45 pm
lfele BT RMEEWRYIETe | i the cafe due the snow storm. We will be
((SJENI\VICHISTIHIHONIINIEY | honoring our State Rep., Mr. Bill Browne. There
at www.jmg.org— will be discussions around the JOY selection.
just click on the Plans are in the works for the council members to
News & Events tab. be Pages at the State Capital sometime after
February vacation.

Back into the Community with JOY!
By Catherine Hartnett of the Unity Foundation

Unity Foundation, Maine Community Foundation andTéhInc. are proud to partner with IMG for the 3rahr of Jumpstar
Our Youth (JOY) helping JMG students continue tckena difference in their communities by making gsaio nonprofits
that assist youth and families. Students soli@hgapplications from local organizations througleguest for proposal (RFF
process; review the applications, budgets and gufatee organizations requesting money; meet wégresentatives from
those organizations and then decide how to awar@1t000 grants. See how JMG students chose to gnakdslast year.

~"

“Unity Foundation and our partners at UniTel Inadadvlaine Community Foundation were overwhelmed ey ¢ffort that
JMG students and Specialists put into the first ygahe JOY program. Local nonprofits were notyotiirilled to receive
grants through the JOY program, they were appiigeiaf the interest that the students showed imlag more about thei
work and missions. We know many students have @stributed “sweat equity” hours in addition te thrant money and
we're eager to build on those relationships thisryesaid Unity Foundation CEO Larry Sterrs.

JMG students across the state are busy launchengdbond year of JOY: getting the RFP process wageand looking
closely at how to support hard-working nonprofigj@nizations across Maine. And this year, Unity reation would like to
offer a new tool to share ideas, challenges, sgeses and yes, things that didn’'t work — join thengstart Our Youth
Facebook Groupttp://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=1574109898%d tell your peers how it's going.




Carrabec High School Starts “The Book Club for Men”

In February, Carrabec High School will be host ié Book Club for Men,” an endeavor to get malelstis who
might not normally pick up a book on their own &t gxcited about reading.

Chris Poulin, former JMG Specialist at CarrabechH#grhool, who is currently the JMG Plus Manageys Sdike
Nelson, Carrabec’s Athletic Director, applied feidareceived a grant of $1,000 from the Oak Grovet@o Classical
Institute to start the book club. “He just thougfhtould get boys to join, so he asked me to beaksstant and, of
course, | jumped at the chance to get kids redtdsays Chris, who is himself an avid reader.

“The project is called ‘The Book Club for Men,” lentinues. “Our idea is to read books that haweortant ‘men
messages.” Mike has picked the 1st bd®&asons of Lifey Jeffery Marx. We are looking at books by caclor
famous men that the students will recognize agtipesiole models. We want the topics to be abawt ko be a good
person, especially a good man. “

Chris says the reading group will consist of 2Q+dsnts and will be open to any Carrabec High Schwié. But, he
says, “Mike and | are going to pick the group to @good mix of all ages and levels. We don’t wihig to be a ‘jock
book club,” but we also don’t want to just hit kitteat are already readers. A good mix will ripgdeough the schoo
more effectively.”

The Book Club for Men will meet several times — enhile the students are midway througgasons of Lifand then
again when the group has completed the book faudgon. “We are also planning on having a piztaeying on the
final discussion group after school in the cafélwary,” Chris says.

“We are hoping that this doesn’'t end,” says CHtsit will continue from now on as part of CHS. Ttme between
books will be determined by the group and the baekare reading. The students will get to keeprtheoks as a
trophy of their accomplishment.”

Thank you, Charles Schwab Foundation!

On behalf of IMG and the students we serve, we dvtiké to extend our gratitude to the Charles Sdh
Foundation for supporting our Financial Literacyogham for the second year in a row! The Charlesn@bh
Foundation is committed to empowering youth andltadihrough financial literacy education. Their dncial
support and vote of confidence in our organizaisosincerely appreciated!

Maine’'s Commissioner of Education Receives Nationalward

Susan Gendron, Commissioner of the Maine DepartwieBEtlucation and an ex officio member of the IMGaRI of
Directors, was recently awarded the National Edandteadership Award by Jobs for America’s Gradsdi\G).

JMG nominated Commissioner Gendron in recognitibrner work to ensure that all Maine students sudcée
nominating Gendron, JMG wrote, “As an early adveaat providing all students with the skills theyedeto graduate
prepared for continued education, careers, anzeaghip, she has been a leader in embracing sesitémt support a
student-centered culture.”

Commissioner Gendron received the award on NoverhBeat the annual JAG Leadership Awards in Washmgt
D.C. Since taking her position as Commissioner @3 Gendron has been a strong supporter of JM@. Ifals
incorporated JMG and the JAG model into her efftotsansform public education in Maine and beyond.

Gendron says, “In Maine, we are redesigning theailn system to be centered around high standarddl students.
JMG plays a significant role in meeting those séadd as JMG students continue to graduate at aratghenroll in
postsecondary education, and succeed in the waskpla

As the new President of the Council of Chief S@&tdool Officers, Commissioner Gendron is promotlAg>’s work
to her peers on a national level. Craig Larrab®k; President and CEO, says, “Commissioner Gendrsupport has
helped us to grow over the last several years fietping 2,600 students to serving 4,000. She utatals the value of

a program that reengages students in school, niegivhem to work hard for what they want, and prepéhem to meet
the demande nf an e\-channinn wnrkfarce




JMG Success Story

<

Wayne Morey then (second from
right), and now, in uniform in a
January 8 photo.

Wayne Morey - 1997 JMG Graduate, Machias Memorial Hgh School

“Just like every other teen, | thought | knew evBiryg,” says Wayne Morey, a 1997 graduate of Maciemorial
High School. That was, of course, until he joined ®hick’'s JMG class his sophomore year.

Morey says he “was a shy person” in high schoot.tBen “Mr. Chick made me talk in front of peopledamade me ge
out of my comfort zone. That was not a bad thiog that | look back on it,” he says. “It goes backhat old saying
‘what does not kill you only makes you stronger.”

Morey says that his years in the JMG classroom dawe confidence, enough so that he successfullyfoarVice
President of his Career Association his senior.yelar enjoyed the JMG activities and events, inclgdrield Day,
which was his favorite. Of his JMG Specialist, JEflick, Morey says, “He was a motivator, a psychsp and a
mentor all rolled into one.”

After graduation, Morey joined the Army and becaamilitary police officer. “I do not regret my dewn at all,” he
says. “l have a great job that | have held foiyéars. The Army has sent me to numerous policéeclxainings like
K9 handler, Protective Services, and a few evadix@ng schools. The Army has also paid for mylegé, and | am
currently three classes away from a bachelor'seefin criminal justice]. The only thing that | haalpay for was a few
books.”

Morey is currently a Staff Sergeant stationed ae@es Garrison in Belgium with his wife of neafl@ years, Chasity
“Here in Belgium,” he says, “I am a desk sergeamiich would be the equivalent of a dispatcher apateol supervisor
rolled into one. | have been a K9 handler and plsat protective team.”

This is Morey’s second stint at Chievres. He hae &leen stationed in Giessen, Germany, and FormmPDNY. “My
family and I just like [Chievres and Ft. Drum] s@ \keep going back and forth,” he says. “The Armgslbave a lot of
standards, but when it comes to requesting a datips, they like to work with the soldier and tiaenily.”

“It is a great experience living overseas,” he gurgs. “This is actually my second tour over hérfeave been able tq
see battlefields like Normandy Beach, Point Du Hot] in and around Bastogne. There is a lot abhyi©ver here, ang
my wife, who is a history buff, loves to visit die places. | have actually been able to sit enlibnkers that Eas
Company from the Band of Brothers made in the toiRoy, Belgium.”

Morey said he is thankful for the chance to shasesticcess story with current students. He saysams to reach out to

students “who are sitting in the back row of thessl or those who are debating on taking the eladshink that JMG ig
just a filler class,” because JMG was worthwhilelion and so might be the same for others.

“Looking back at what | have learned about myseld avhat | am capable of doing now because of JIM®,5ays, “I
believe in this program and | am sure there is nootethere. What | am going to say about JMG afbal is: you get
out what you put into it.”

Morey put in the effort, and what he got out of JIM@s a rewarding career, the opportunity to expeaehe world, anc
the chance to succeed in life. He hopes to somestayn to Maine, and says he would like to voluntee JMG. “I
loved the years | spent in Mr. Chick's JMG clag®says, “and | would like to be part of its conéd success.”
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